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the early days the rules which prescribed the duties
of each were not so carefully drawn as in later times.
Probably at that time the Brahman and the Kshatriya
alike performed priestly functions ; but in after years,
when the Brahmans claimed an exclusive right to perform
the duties of priest and teacher, it was found incon-
venient to have one so prominent as the Kshatriya
Visvamitra in their religious history, and the acknow-
ledged author of their most sacred hymns. Hence the
idea was started, and legends invented to substantiate
it, that this man, by means of protracted and intense
religious fervour, gained admission into the privileged
class. For in a work later than the Vedas, but older
than the Puranas, it is stated that a Brahman must
officiate at sacrifices that only a Kshatriya can offer.
In the Markandeya Purana is an interesting story of
king Harischandra, who offended a Rishi, and of the
sufferings he had to endure in consequence. The king,
hearing the cry of a woman in distress, and being bound
as a Kshatriya, to redress human wrongs, uttered an
imprecation which aroused the anger of the sage.
Harischandra, grieved and terrified, offered most costly
gifts. The sage demanded everything but the king's
person, his son, his wife, and his virtue. All being given,
and the king and queen having put on the ascetic dress,
the sage demanded a fee for offering the sacrifice thus
presented. As the king had only his son and wife left,
he set off to Benares, hoping to find a " city of refuge "
in that holy place, but his relentless creditor was there to
meet him. The king sold his wife, but the money he
received for her was too small a gift for the savage
priest. Then Harischandra sold himself to a Chandala
(one of the most degraded and despised castes), who
sent him into graveyards to steal clothes from the dead.